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A True Story.

One who has lived in the Southern
States relates the following storv,
which, as far as we know, has not been
published.
Cuff was a negro slave who lived in
the South before the war. He was a
joyful Christian and faithful servant.
His master, however, was in need of
money; and one day a young planter,
who was an infidel, came to buy Cuff.
The agreement was made, and the
Christian slave was sold to the infidel.
But, in parting with him, the master
said : "You will find Cuff a good worker, and you can trust him. He'll suit
you in every respect but one." "And
what is that?" asked the planter.
"Why, he will pray, and you can't
break him of it; but that is his only
fault." "I'll soon whip that out of
him,' 'replied the infidel. "I fear not,"
said his previous owner. "I wouldn't
advise you to try it. He would give
up his life first."
Cuff proved as faithful with his new
master as with his old; but soon the
master hearing that he had been praying, called him, and said, "Cuff, you
mustn't pray any more. We can't
have any praying around here. Don't
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ever let me hear any of this nonsense."
Cuff replied: "O massa, I love to pray
to Jesus. When I pray I love you and
missus all the more, and I can work
all the harder for you." But he was
sternly forbidden ever to pray again,
under penalty of a severe flogging.
That night, when his work was
done, and he had gone to his hut, Cuff
talked to his God, like Daniel of old,
as he had aforetimes. Next morning
he was summoned to appear before his
master, wjio demanded why he had
disobeyed him. "O massa, I has to
pray; I can't do without it," said
Cuff. At this the master flew into a
terrible rage, and ordered him to be
tied to the whipping post, and his
shirt stripped off. Then he applied the
rawhide with all the force he possessed, until his young wife ran out
with tears, and begged him to stop;
but the man was so infuriated that he
threatened to whip her next if she did
not leave; he continued to apply the
whip until his strength was exhausted.
He then ordered the bleeding back to
be washed with salt water, and his
shirt put on, and the. poor slave to be
about his work.

for me?" said the man anxiously.
"Yes, I think he would," said she.
"Send for him as quickly as you can,"
said the master.
They found Cuff on his knees, praying. He had spent the night in
prayer; and when he was called, he
supposed that it was to be whipped
again. But when he was brought into
the master's room, he found him
actually writhing in agony.. "O Cuff,"
he groaned, "can you pray for me?"
"Yes bress de Lawd; I's been praying
for you all night, massa;" and falling
on his knees, he wrestled in prayer
like Jacob of old. Before the breaking of day he witnessed the conversion of both master and mistress.
Master and slave embraced each
other. Race differences, as well as
past cruelty, had ben swept away by
the love of God, and tears of joy were
mingled. Cuff was immediately set
free, and he never worked another
day on the plantation. The master
started out with Cuff to preach the
gospel, and they traveled all through
the South, witnessing to the power of
Christ to save to the uttermost.—Sel.

Cuff went away, singing
quivering voice:

Are you waiting for some one to
hire you? Go and hire yourself to
somebody! There is always some
Sunday-school class to teach, some
sick to visit, some sad to cheer.

with

a

"My suffering time will soon be o'er
When I shall sigh and weep no more."
He labored faithfully all the day,
though in much pain, as the blood
oozed from his back where the whip
had made deep and long furrows.
In the meantime, God was working
with the master. He saw his cruelty
and wickedness to this faithful soul,
whose only fault had been fidelity,
and conviction seized upon him. By
night he was in great distress of
mind. He retired to bed but could
not sleep. Such was his agony, that
at midnight he waked his wife, and
told her he was dying. "Shall I call a
doctor;" said the wife. "No, no; don't
want a doctor. Is there any one on
the plantation that can pray for me?
I'm afraid I'm going to hell." His
wife replied, "I don't know any one
but that slave you whipped this morning." "Do you think he would pray
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have not had time to answer by private
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see as you see it. We must learn to
look "to home." We endeavor to
avoid to publish in selections or in
original articles the extremes which
have been causing some of the troubles in the church in late years.
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EDITORIAL.
New T e a r Thoughts.
T h e poet s i n g s :
"Swift

to its close ebbs out life's

little

day,
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories

pass

azvay.
Change and decay in all around I sec
Oh thou zvho changest not, abide ivith
me."
T h u s another year has swiftly run
its course with all of joy and of sorrow that came with it in its course.
W e think of many homes where bereavement and sorrow came, and loved
ones were taken away, and the thought
often comes, how can we be glad
again? But time heals the wounds
and the Christian finds that "underneath are the everlasting a r m s " and he
is supported in time of trouble. So
now let us look forward to the new
year and be assured that the days as
they come and go will bring us good
for "all things work together for good
to those who love the Lord who are
the called according to his purpose."
And as to our forward look as the
gates of the year swing open we appropriately give some thoughts on,
" T h e kind of growth I need in 1904,"
from E p h . iv. 11-16. W e trust our
readers will find these
selected
"houghts appropriate and profitable
for the beginning of the new year.
W e heartily wish unto all, both old
and young in every family where"the
VISITOR goes, A Happy New Year in
the Lord.
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T H E GATES OF THE YEAR.

"The shadowy gates are swinging
That hide the dawning year;
The sound of muffled ringing
Is swiftly growing clear;
The far-off music, falling
Like flute notes soft and low,
Becomes a trumpet, calling,
And I must rise and go.
"Lord, let my feet be surer
To walk the way unknown,
My heart a kingdom purer,
With love upon its throne;
And let me have a vision
Of truth, and life, and need,
And hands of quick decision
For every noble deed.
"And thus with humble gladness
I greet the dawning year,
With hope that conquers sadness,
And love thai: casts out fear;
With courage for my roaming
In mingled peace and strife,
Till some day, in the gloaming,
I find the gates of life."
T h e Christian life insures many
things to those who acept it. P r o gress is one of these. W e can n o t follow Jesus faithfully without
going
forward. H i s way is a walk onward.
Each new day in his company is a
better day, a fuller, nobler, more
Christlike day. Therefore, if our lives
are not changing "from glory to
glory," we well may question whether
or not we are truly following him.
I. W e are commanded to grow.
O u r Lord never commanded anything
that is impossible. T h e means for the
end are at hand.
1. W e must grow
downward,
rooted and grounded in him by prayer
t n d the study of the word. "Settled,"
"fixed," and other terms are used by
the Holy Ghost.
"So long as we are rooted in the
divine love, so long as we are abiding
in Christ, our spiritual life, maintained
continually from its spiritual source,
will grow and overcome the forces
that are oposed to it.'
2. Outward. Enlarging our scope
of activity, until we touch in sympathy and love the whole world.
3. Upward. "Looking unto J e sus."
Reaching up after the higher
and better things of God. Drinking
in the fullness of his love, and living a
higher life because of this love.
II. Fruit bearing depends on
growth. A n y fruit tree, or vine, or
vegetable, or flower will illustrate this.
If there is no new tissue or Christian
fiber formed there is no place for
fruit. Fruit comes on new wood. T h e
experience of forty years ago has had
its fruit; there must be other experiences. " N e w every m o r n i n g " a r e his
mercies.
This is the growth that we need for
1904; a growth that will fix our hearts
on God, a growth that will enlarge
our vision and a growth that will produce fruit.
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I I I . We- need to grow more like
Christ.
" Y o u know the Persian story of the
scented clay.v O n e said to it, "Clay,
whence hast thou thy delicious perfume?" It answered, " I was aforetime nothing but a piece of common
clay, but I lay long in the sweet society of the rose till I drank in its
fragrance and became perfumed m y self." If you dwell much with God
in seasons of retirement, and abide
with him in all the affairs of life, you
will grow into his image. As surely
as the type will make its impress upon
the paper, and the seal will stamp itself upon the wax, so will the Lord impress himself upon you, and stamp his
image upon you if you will dwell with
him. Grow in the fruits of grace,
faith and love. See that your love
grows, that it may become more extended, that it may embrace all the
saints. A s k that you grow in humility
until you can say, " I am less than the
least of all saints." Seek a growth in
consecration until you can sing, " F o r
me to live is Christ." Reader, you a r e
growing every day. In what direction is it? T o w a r d Christ, or from
him?
"I saw a painter copying a face;
Ever and still,
His eye upon his model's form and grace
Took Constant fill.
Beneath his hand I saw the likeness grow
As still he traced
Each feature, or—did but least error show,
at once erased,
I learned that likeness is by looking learned,
And the hand follows where the eye is
turned.
"Thus then, I said, I'll gaze upon my Lord
And know his face,
That so my motives in a blest accord
May, by his grace,
Fashion a life growing in every feature
Like him I love,
So that, within, without, another creature,
Taught from above.
I, copying him and growing in his grace,
May in his likeness live, then see him face
to face."
A few of our friends have kindly,
without solicitation, given testimony of
their appreciation of the VISITOR,
which testimonies are much appreciated at this time. O n e dear Brother
says: " T h e paper is at present a credit
to the church and should be much
more widely taken." Another one
says, " W e pray God's blessing upon
your labors and say we appreciate the
VISITOR very highly." A Sister says,
"It is a welcome visitor in our family;
it cheers me up many a time. I love
to read of the wonders of God."
Others write in a similar strain. W e
thank the kind friends for these words
of cheer. But that w e may not be
lifted up with pride we get some testimonies of a different nature. O n e
dear Brother tells us, if it were not
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that the VISITOR is the organ of the
church he would feel to let his subscription run out, as there are a number of other papers preferable to the
VISITOR. Another dear Brother who
stands on the opposite extreme to this
last one says, he is sometimes inclined
to think the editor lends his influence
too much on the other side. So it will
be seen we stand between two fires.
In this case, what is the editor to do?
Brethren,- pray for us.
The committee in. charge of the
Messiah Home Orphanage feels to acknowledge with thanks the kind service donated to the Orphanage, by
three Franklin county sisters—Sisters
Musser, Wiebe and Wenger. They
came and for nearly a whole week
their busy, deft fingers made garments
for the children, thus helping along
the good work. May the Lord give
them to realize in their own hearts the
truth of the Savior's words, "It is
more blessed to give than to receive."
Then also a Sunday-school class at
Nappanee, Ind., sent an offering of
$3.00 for the benefit of the children
at the Orphanage. They are cultivating one of the most blessed graces.
May God bless them. Both Homes
were visited by Sunday-school classes
and members of Temperance League
and both old and young received some
little gift reminding them that it was
again the anniversary of our Lord's
advent when the angels sang, "Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men." Kind
friends, we thank you all, and wish
you a happy New Year in the Lord.
We have received from Brother J.
R. Zook, of Des Moines, Iowa, a neat
volume, neatly bound in cloth, entitled, "He is Coming, Who is
Ready ?" In this volume Brother
Zook has gathered the articles which
he wrote for the VISITOR a few years
ago, and has revised them and now
gives them to the public, with the
hope that good may be done, and the
church become more largely interested in the subject of the Second Coming of Christ. It also contains a
chart of the ages with copious references to texts of Scripture substantiating the plan as outlined by the
brother. This work has no doubt cost
the author much labor and research
and merits the attention and interest
of all our readers. The price is 75
cents; is well and neatly gotten up.
All orders should be addressed to the.
author, J. R. Zook, 1226 Eleventh
street, Des Moines, Iowa. Those who
had ordered a few years ago are re-
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quested to renew their orders, sincefl «She looked to the Lord for her healthe book is more expensive than was*! |ing, but to comply with the law's reanticipated.
quirements they called a physician.
When Bro. Sider paid him, he said,
Did all our readers note what we
"Why, the Lord healed her and I get
said in last issue as to what would
the money." Our sympathy also goes
happen if all the VISITOR subscribers
out to Bro. Christ. Sider and family
would on either Xmas or New Year
in the loss of their second daughter,
decide to extend their credit so as to
Myra, as per notice in this issue. We
have it read January, 1905? Since
remember her as a bright little girl.
then the stream seems to have started
May the Lord comfort the bereaved
to come this way, and December will
ones.
make a fair showing of renewals, but
may we not hope that January will be
Wre rejoice more especially over the
a record breaker, both in renewals and blessedly gracious work which is
in new subscriptions? Truly every being accomplished at Abilene, Kans.,
subscriber will feel better when he because we feel a special interest in
reads his paper if he has paid up the the work there. In the cluster of short
subscription. To those who are in ar- testimonies from there, given on anrears a number of years we appeal other page, we notice the names of five
once more. The terms are plainly who were members of our Sundaystated in each paper, and if you have school class while we lived there, while
accepted the paper on those terms, some of the rest are of those who came
your taking it out of the mail is evi- into the church during our residence
dence that you accept it, you are hon- there. So we rejoice greatly and pray
estly in debt for the amount and if not that the Abilene class may continue
in some way settled here will meet you to prosper, and the Sunday-school
at the judgment. If you are poor and may still prove the nursery of the
not able to pay, write us about it and church. We pray that the pastor and
we will see what can be done about it. Sunday-school superintendent may
In the death of our aged Sister
Landis at the Messiah Home, the
Home loses its oldest inmate. Others
have been inmates longer, but she was
the one of greatest age, just passed
94. She will be long remembered, not
only because of her great age—a few
years ago one died here who had passed the century mark—but also because
of her kindly disposition and cheerful
spirit, as well as her true Christian and
pious character. She appreciated the
Home very much and would give good
testimony in its favor. She had
strong confidence and trust in God and
would frequently give out the following German verse to sing which exv
pressed her feeling:
"Der Herr ist noch und immer nicht
Von seinem Volk geschieden ;
Br bleibet ihre Zuversicht,
Ihr Segen, Heil und Frieden;
Mit Mutter handen leitet er
Die Seinen stetig hin und her.
Gebt unserm Gott die Bhre!
Bro. and Sister Zook, evangelists,
are at present laboring in Wainfleet
near Winger, Ontario, and report fair
attendance and interest. The neighborhood there passed through a
scourge of diphtheria during the Fall
and a number of children died.
Among those who were sick was Sister
Mary Ann Sider. Her case was very
serious and prospects of recovery very
slight, but the Lord raised her up.

continue to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, and be guided in all the Lord's
appointed ways. May Bro. J. R. Zook
continue to be used of the Lord in the
salvation of souls, and the upbuilding
of the cause of Christ.
During the month of December we
had opportunity of laboring some in
evangelistic work—first in a series of
meetings held at the Messiah Home in
which we received help from ministering brethren from Lebanon, Lancaster and Cumberland counties, then
later we assisted in two jveeks' meetings in Mechanicsburg and lastly four
nights at Mastersonville. While we
believe that such meetings are not an
entire failure, even though no one becomes willing to step out from the
ranks of sin, yet we would rather make
the report of the work if much success had attended the efforts. So far
as we know no one was converted in
these meetings, yet we know there was
some conviction and we hope the seed
sown may yet come to fruitfulness.
We once more call attention to the
announcement made some time since
about "Notes on Bible Study." Only
a few have renewed. Will all who
want it next year, whether old or new
subscriber, write to us at once so that
we can order it sent to you without
delay ?
(See other Editorial Note on First PageJ
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O Brother, Life's J o u r n e y B e g i n n i n g .
O brother, life's journey beginning,
With courage and firmness arise;
Look well to the course thou art choosing,
Be earnest, be watchful and wise;
Remember, two paths are before thee,
And both thy attention invite;
But one leadeth on to destruction,—
The other to joy and delight.
Chorus.
God help you to follow his banner,
And serve him wherever you go;
And when you are tempted, my brother,
God give you the grace to say, " N o . "
O brother, yield not to the tempter,
No matter what others may d o ;
Stand firm in the strength of the Master,
Be loyal, be faithful and t r u e ;
Each trial will make you the stronger,
If you, in the name of the Lord,
Fight manfully under your Leader,
Obeying the voice of his word.
O brother, the Savior is calling;
Beware~of the danger of sin;
Resist not the voice of the Spirit,
That whispers so gently within;
God calls you to enter his service, —
To live for him here, day by day,
And share by and by in the glory
That never shall vanish away.
—Selected.
For

the
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Cherishing Reproaches.

In the fifteenth Psalm are set forth
the leading characteristics of the citizen of Zion. It appears also that the
moral principles involved are tests of
eligibility to citizenship. David asks:
"Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy
hill?" He answers: "He that walketh
uprightly and worketh righteousness,
and speaketh the truth in his heart.
He that backbiteth not with his
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor,
nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbor."
Christian character is developed
through the influence of high moral
principles which are implanted in the
mind. While some principles, as
honesty and truthfulness are instilled
in the mind even in childhood, line
upon line, precept upon precept, there
is one moral principle which is sadly
neglected; and therefore much is added to the world's troubles and sorrows.
Reference is here made to the third
verse. A person who cherishes a reproach is liable also to backbite with
his tongue, and thereby do evil to his
neighbor.
The fact that this principle is set
forth in this place and relation, emphasizes its importance. A number of
lesser virtues are not mentioned.
People learn to know Christians by
their principles. Let us test them by
the language of this psalm. How
many are there, and who are they
among the professing people we know
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who never take up a reproach against
a neighbor? Rarely do we hear of
one; yet every church member wants
to be counted a citizen of Zion. Can
it be that people will read this Psalm
and still go on violating this principle,
and will still stultify themselves with
the self-assurance that the Lord counts
them a citizen of Zion? Is the prevailing lack of this principle due to
ignorance of this passage, or is it due
to the almost universal pet sin of evilspeaking, hardest to root out of the
heart? Are the ministers afraid to
speak out, line upon line, or are they
also entangled in this subtle lust of
the heart ?
Who is our neighbor? '(See Luke
x. 29-37.) What is a reproach? Its
synonyms are disrepute, dishonor,
scandal, shame, scorn, contempt, etc.
The text does not discriminate whether
the neighbor be good or bad, or
whether the reproach be true or false.
It is therefore in harmony with Paul's
admonition: "Speak evil of no man."
We find no liberty whatever to indulge
one of the worst propensities of the
human heart. With the Bible standard
largely ignored, it is not strange, then,
to find by common tacit consent a false
human standard set up, that if a reproach of whatever nature be true or
reported to be true, it is a justifiable
act, both to treasure it up and to publish it to others. Under the law the
"Thou shalt not" was aimed at the
false witness. (Ex. xxii. 1, 7.) Under
the gospel we are restricted to the
silence and the love that "worketh no
ill to his neighbor."
There is such a thing as "the spirit
of a sound mind." (II. Tim. 1.7.)
If we are open to receive this spirit
from God, we will readily fall in line
with the precepts of his word. On the
other hand it is self-evident that natural man is possessed by the spirit of
an unsound mind, which impairs or
vitiates his self-reasoning. No wonder
then that we find the many in various
ways doing evil in the belief or justification that good will come thereby
which Paul condemns.
There is no need of citing all the
passages that agree with the above text,
nor of rehearsing all the evils that result from listening to reproaches,
speaking evil, and tale-bearing, as they
are well known. There is need, however, of pointing out in particular one
phase of the evil, which consists of reproaches cast upon ministers and such
religious workers whose faith differs
from ours or the various other creeds.
Any man that undertakes to do aggressive preaching or writing, and to
deal with unpopular Bible truths, is
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sure to be reproached for the truths'
sake and likely otherwise as foretold
by Jesus himself. Any minister who
avoids drawing the fire of the enemy,
be that enemy found in the garb of
ecclesiasticism or entirely outside of
faith, may well doubt finally to receive
the reward of faithfulness. The fact
that a reproach is being circulated
about any Christian worker ought to
be regarded on its face with the suspicion that the person is being persecuted by the adversary; and the latter,
as a rule, acts through those who only
have the form of godliness, as church
history proves. The disposition of all
true saints is to sympathize with the
persecuted. The prospective members
of the body of Christ have, or should
have the same sympathy for one another as the various members o£ the
human body suffer together when one
is injured. Unfortunately, this is little in evidence outside of denominational lines. Not only are we taught
that they who will live godly shall
suffer persecution; but it is clearly the
Lord's will that his saints be buffeted
by the adversary for discipline of mind
and heart and,for tests of loyalty to
him. How pitiable, then, it is, when
Christians join the ranks of the enemy
and help to cast reproaches upon their
spiritual brother!
It is surprising how much thoughtlessness there is along this line. It
seems to be the standard that all professing people must be above reproach :
and so we see on every hand the evidences that church members fear the
reproach of society more than they
love truth. Therefore, the fact is not
borne in mind, or even known at all,
that those who wage a real warfare
against "the powers of darkness" are
certain to receive wounds and to bear
scars for life. "Verily the disciple is
not above his Master;" for "He made
himself of no reputation." They who
manage so to live as not to suffer reproach are not actively opposing
Satan's kingdom. "Woe unto you
when all men shall speak well of you."
"Think not that I am come to send
peace on earth." "For I am come to
set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her
mother," etc. "And a man's foes shall
be they of his own household." Re-.
cently the reproach of domestic trouble was paraded before me against a
prominent minister as a supposed •
clincher of proof of his unworthiness.
Investigation on my part developed
the fact that the real issue was: who
shall have the greater love—the Lord,
or those of his own flesh ? Out of such
issues are developed either "peace"
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(Matt. x. 37) or "foes." T h e r e are
plenty of passages to think about and
that ought to occur to us when reproaches are heaped upon any persons
that are striving in the Lord's service,
if the love of God has full possession
of our hearts.
Touching this matter the editor of a
religious paper says: "If once the soldiers of the cross could get the proper
thought that slander and evil-speaking
are assassinations of the character of
another, and that defamation is the
robbery of another's good name, the
sooner they will see this matter in its
truly awful light, as it must appear in
the Lord's sight; and once seeing this
matter from this true divine standpoint, must awaken the new creature
to the greatest activity possible in the
overcoming of such works of the flesh
and the devil.
"But if it be reprehensible to speak
evil of any person, if that be contrary
to the spirit of love, how much more
evil in the sight of the Lord must it
be if. any of the Lord's brethren should
speak evil of one another—speak evil
of a member of the Lord's b o d y ! H o w
terrible is the thought, how surely the
evil-doer would lose the Captain's
favor and ultimately be cut off from
all relationship with him and with the
b o d y ! T h e Lord refers to such, sayi n g : 'Thou givest thy mouth to evil,
and thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou
sittest and speakest
against
thy
b r o t h e r ; thou slandevest thine own
mother's son. [All of the house of
sons, brethren of Christ, are figuratively represented as being the children of the Sarah covenant, the Abrahamic covenant.] These things thou
hast done, and I kept silence; thou
thoughtest I was altogether such an
one as thyself: but I will reprove thee.'
(Psa. 1. 19-22.) T h e law of the new
creation is love, and whoever loves
another would not only not lie to his
injury, but would not even speak to
his injury if the thing were truth.
Whoever, therefore, finds in his heart,
in his own disposition, a love to tell
about others something that is to their
detriment, to their discredit or injury,
should see that he is deficient in the
spirit of love, in the spirit of the Lord.
Love worketh no ill to his neighbor,
justly or unjustly; it is ready to believe all that is good, and anxious to
disbelieve and avoid mentioning anything that is discreditable."
Is it right, then, to cherish the reproach of being a "deceiver" against
such persons as are believed to teach
false doctrine and such as fail to honor
and teach all Scriptures ? T h e r e is n o
doubt that many take the liberty to do
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so, and to speak their opinions. It does
not follow that because the Lord and
the inspired Apostles used words of
reproach that any other persons have
the license and the wisdom to pick up
Bible reproaches and to hurl them at
fellow-believers.
Let us consider
Paul's generous testimony to the sincerity of his enemies, "for I bear them
witness that they have a zeal for
righteousness ;" and again, "that blindness in part is happened to Israel." Let
us also consider what he says in I.
Cor. iii. 11-15. " O t h e r foundation can
no m a n lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. N o w if any man build
npon this f o u n d a t i o n . . . .wood, hay,
stubble
the fire shall try every
man's work of what sort it i s . . . . I f
any man's work shall be burned he
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire." H e establishes the fact for us, that if a man
builds upon Jesus Christ, he will be
saved; barely saved if he be so unfortunate as to weave errors into his
doctrines. W e must regard such an
one as being partly blinded. In I I .
John 7, there is given to us the precise definition of a "deceiver;" and i:
is a person who denies Jesus Christ.
There is no excuse therefore for the
loose manner in which this word is so
frequently kept in mind and spoken
or insinuated against believers.
T h e evil of unrighteous judgment
is, closely connected with a reproach.
If saints do not heed the admonition,
" j u d g e not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment,"
and if they do not straighten out the
warps and twists of fallen human nature ; how shall they become fitted to
judge the world, and even angels in
the hereafter? ( I . .Cor. vi. 2, 3.)
It
it a vain hope to expect to be thus
honored if the mind and heart are not
schooled in righteousness along this
line. T h e ruling powers of this world
follow a higher standard of justice
than do average Christians as individuals. Before the law of man all
actual or supposed transgressors are
esteemed to be innocent and are given
ample opportunity for defense; and
condemnation follows after
formal
and exhaustive evidence of guilt. T h e
individual, however, is usually a selfconstituted court of inquiry, trial and
judgment to which defendants seldom
have access and a hearing. If a Christian is given to this habit, tale-bearing
and backbiting naturally result.
J. L.

Clarence

Center, N.

MARTIN.

Y.

Spiritual things are all mystery
where the Spirit has not the mastery.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Sunday-School

Work—Its
bility.

Responsi-

T h e question has often been asked
by the candid observer, is there any
great responsibility resting on the
work of the Sunday-school with regard
to the best interests and welfare of the
church ?
Can any one say that the Sundayschool has not labored with energy towards accomplishing great and good
results, both for the church and also
in teaching the people the gospel of
Jesus Christ, which sets forth the doctrine of repentance, in preparing the
minds and hearts of them that hear that
they may become fit subjects for the
church ? Again, the question may be asked,
what are the responsibilities and duties
of the Sunday-school? This question
may be answered by saying the primary responsibility and duty is for the
Sunday-school worker to go out into
the world with the spirit of Christ in
his heart, in persuading and bringing
to the Sunday-school thousands and
tens of thousands of children, young
men and young women, who are roving around upon the highways on Sunday, and are living in open violation
of the commandments of God upon
the Holy Sabbath d a y ; or who are in
towns and cities standing around at the
corners of the streets where many of
them will be tempted and enter into the
dens of iniquity, there learning the
first lessons of debauchery, revelry and
criminality, unless they are speedily
snatched from the brands of this eternal burning. Hence it is the imperative duty of the
Sunday-school
worker, as well as the ministrv, to give
the alarm, and to teach and preach
with increasing energy and perseverance the principles of the gospel of
Jesus Christ in its primitive purity
and setting forth the words of our
Savior in its original meaning. N o t
setting forth a belief or religion that
sprung into existence back in the dark
ages or any other ages down to the
present time. But to teach the unadulterated religion of Jesus Christ
which he taught to his Apostles over
eighteen hundred years ago.
This is the imperative duty for every
Sunday-school worker to set forth,
from which he or she has no right to
deviate. (Rev. xxii. 18, 19). And besides whatever principles are advocated and taught in the Sunday-schools;
whatever impressions are made upon
the mind of the rising generation—
that very largely will be the condition
and destiny of the church in the com-
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ing generation. Then O, what great
responsibilities are at stake for us at
the present time, with regard to how
the Scriptures are taught in the Sunday-schools to the children, and moreover to think that upon our shoulders
rests the awful responsibility of the
condition and destiny of the church in
the coming generation.
GKORGB; S. GRIM.

LouisvilleJ Ohio.
For

the
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M e t h o d s of M i s s i o n W o r k .

It is often expressed, and rightly so,
that "order is heaven's first law." All
truth, temporal or spiritual, requires
system. Error is the originator and
instigator of anarchy or lawlessness.
Not necessarily perverse error, but
ignorant, unconscious error likewise.
In the church and its operations there
must be system, method or law to insure facility and success in working.
All enlightened Christians admit this.
But a difference exists as to proper
methods, best system, righteous laws.
As to methods of missionary work, of
primary importance to the carrying out
of the last and great Commission of
the Head of the church (Matt, xxviii.
19, 20), it is essential we give heed.
No one system is perfect or complete
in itself. There is much wasted
energy with the best system, but this is
greatly increased when we are careless
in our methods.
It is advocated by some, and properly so, in the absence of a better system,
the centralization of effort, interest and
supervision in our mission work. As
appertaining to the Brethren, however,
this system is faulty. Centralization
means giving into the hands of a few
not only funds, but judgment, interest
and responsibility, which belong to the
church as a whole, and which every
member should share in to make the
work prosperous. No matter how
strong and capable a missionary operating board may be, distance and time
are great obstacles to its proper operations. As it is necessarily dependent
on the rest of the church for co-operation as to funds, workers, prayer and
general interest, in proportion to lack
of these the work is crippled. It is
obvious that the latter has been the
case. Not a small portion of the
church is dissatisfied with the present
system. The interest flags because as
it now is the workers, as well as the
members of the Missionary Operating
Board, are known to but few, comparatively ; and where there is no
knowledge of system or workers, there
is no interest.
Moreover, the confinement and con-

;
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centration of effort and interest to but
one portion of the foreign field, when
other places are just as needy, is hardly in keeping with the design of the
church as to this important part of its
service. This tendency of concentration is patent as the result of centralization, because when a mission board
sees great and pressing needs of a
'given field, it is apt to perfect and concentrate its energies there, and so miss
the opportunity of being more catholic
in its mode of operation; It was not
the design of the Savior to be partial
in gospel effort, or to convert all or
nearly all, in a particular place, before
bringing the gospel to another. In
fact, the church's great mission is
simply to witness to all nations, gathering a few here and there and fit them
for the return of the Lord.
Some used to be more favorable
than they are now to industrial mission
work. While this might prove better
in certain places than others, as a rule
the church is too poor, its members
not sufficiently liberal and the workers
too scarce for the plan to become feasible. It is too great an undertaking
where you want to do the greatest
good to the greatest number. Twothirds of earth's population having not
as yet even heard the gospel, demands
so much of the church's energy to witness to those as to make it imperative
to spread out in its efforts rather than
concentrate. The Brethren in general
are not so overzealous in the missionary cause as to draw from them interest sufficient to maintain the necessarily increased expense of industrial
missions. Then again, the work of
true missionary effort being the Lord's
and not man's, it is in the divine
economy to scatter abroad; and when
it is left to the workers to volunteer as
to where the Lord calls them, there
will not be the response to go, suffer
and endure, unless there is ardor sufficient to enable them to work in a
field which they believe the Lord
chooses to send them.
In view of these facts, for they have
proven to be more than theories, to me
it seems the best thing for General
Conference to do would be to encourage the districts separately to send out
each their own workers to any field
they chose—i. e., that the district and
outgoing missionary mutually chose—
equip and support the same in the particular field they felt called to, and let
each district, and not a missionary
operating board, whose members live
in various parts of the country, and
who meet but once a year for a short
time, "be the proper tribunal to judge
of the qualifications, doctrine, etc., of
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the candidate for foreign mission
work.* This method localizes the
work and the interest, and makes the
members in particular, as well as the
local church, responsible and interested in THEIR particular work. Where
one district is too small to support
a worker, let two or three adjacent
districts conjointly become interested
in his support. If no worker could
be found within the districts which were
ready to support one, a brother or
sister with a recommendation from
their home district, who felt called,
could present themselves and abide
within such district for awhile so as
to become personally acquainted with
the members. The workers in the
Matoppo Mission who now are there,
or have been there, are not generally
known outside their home districts,
hence members elsewhere not knowing them personally do not take the interest they would if they had been acquainted with them beforehand. So
long as the districts have no particular
interest, judgment or selection in the
work or workers, but the whole supervision is left to an operating committee, so long will promiscuous support
and interest obtain. Thus there will
be little hope for future launching out
into aggressive foreign mission work,
which is one of the essential activities
of a divinely-guided, live church.
Assign missionary responsibility and
interest to the church locally and in
turn the members in particular will
naturally become interested factors.
For, after all, what is needed is individual interest and co-operation before you can rightly gain general confidence and interest.
The slipshod methods of gathering
means and workers here and there
throughout the Brotherhood, scattered
over such wide area as it is, does not
tend to encourage missionary interest.
For General Conference to override
the local districts as it has done in
some instances in its selection of missionaries, both home and foreign,
without their consent and in opposition
to their wishes, is not wise. This tends
to scatter rather than unite. General
Conference exceeds the authority vested in it by the church when it indulges
in anything like this. The comolaint
comes from more than one district anil
is necessary to be heeded. The Breth*This would tint necessarily exclude a
Supervising or Examining- Committee, appointed bv General Conference, to veto the
appointment bv anv of the districts of
workers not in nerfect harmnnv with the
•Rrefhren's doctrines, or to aid and advise
districts in finding workers and suggesting
fields of labor for districts willing to support missionary work. But thus far, and
their responsibility and power would
cease.
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ren are a congregational, not an episcopal body.
Then again, the going out on
the so-called independent "faithline," which unfortunately obtianed in the first missionary efforts of the Brethren, has proved
harmful. Such procedure as representative of a recognized branch of the
church of Jesus Christ, has no warrant in Scripture or successful, permanent missionary work. The doctrine of
faith and works, mutually on the part
of the church and individual worker, is
an essential prerequisite to the successful undertaking and permanent
establishment of missionary activity.
They are joined together here. And
"what God hath joined together" let
not individual sophistry put asunder.
In like manner the home missions
should become dependent factors of
the districts adjacent. For instance,
Philadelphia Mission should be supported by one portion of the Pennsylvania Brethren, Harrisburg Missions
by another (unless outside districts
obtained some particular benefit, when
a certain apportionment ought to be
made for particular benefits derived),
Buffalo Mission by the Canadian
Brethren, Chicago Mission by Illinois
and Ohio, etc., etc.
And last, but not least, what is needed is a Bible school (not a Theological
Seminary), for the benefit of Brethren
and Sisters giving themselves to the
work. A Bible school where "eradication" and fads imbibed from outside
teaching contrary to the principles and
testimonies of the Brotherhood are not
tolerated, "and will not become part of
the curriculum. Where the highest
and best education obtainable, "sanctified and made meet for the Master's
use," does not conflict with simplicity
in dress, deportment and worship.
Where instrumental music, whether
in Sunday-school or other services,
will be strictly prohibited, and whew
the majority of the church are not
made to feel that their predecessors in
the truth were "old fogies" and unenlightened in the principles of the gospel. It would seem to me that Harrisburg, Pa., apparently the center of
both position and vitality within the
Brotherhood, would be an eminently
suitable place to give such a school a
trial. There are certainly representative Brethren in Pennsylvania if nowhere else (yes even in Harrisburg),
sound in faith and practice, who surely could be trusted and who would be
sufficiently qualified to satisfy the present needs of our workers. When there
is becoming such a demand on the
part of young ministers and workers
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for better equipment for their work,
more Bible knowledge, and more concentrated effort and spiritual life, the
church certainly cannot ignore such
demands much longer. Our ministers
and workers are going outside of the
church to Bible schools not in sympathy with the particular doctrines
that distinguish the Brotherhood from
other Christian bodies; and little by
little the faith of their fathers is becoming ambiguous and obsolete, if not
actually distasteful and erroneous, as
the result of environment and teaching
imbibed from institutions and associations diametrically opposed to some
important religious convictions held by
the Brethren.
The Brotherhood,
through its Conference ought to seriously consider these facts, because we
are face to face with conditions above
indicated. We cannot change the
condition of things; we cannot ignore
them without the probability of paying
the penalty of our neglect in the future ; we cannot remain status quo on
the plea that the methods of the
Brotherhood 50 years ago are adequate
for the changed conditions of the present day. But we can, under God's
grace, the Holy Spirit's guidance and
a cheerful dedication to the new responsibilities placed upon us, as loyal
successors and with a reverent attitude
to the faith of our fathers, prove that
no advance in civilization or progress
in human affairs or knowledge can
unfit us as a religious body to serve
our day and generation ; and that the
testimony to simplicity in dress, behavior and worship are not incompatible with the greatest possible intelligence to be had spiritually and
otherwise upon the Scriptures or natural knowledge. What we need is
sanctified intelligence, a spiritualized
common sense, a recognition that
Satan or his emissaries have no
monopoly on scientific or other
knowledge, and that it is not the
proper use but the irreverent abuse of
these things that prove dangerous.
With a respect to those who honestly differ with my views, and a desire to be humbly loyal to my convictions and apprehensions of truth,
I remain, sincerely in the noble conflct,
I. J. RANSOM.

Do not wait till you become a skilled
agriculturist before you will enter
Christ's vineyard.
Working is the
only school for higher work.
The triumph of other arms is always doubtful; a fortunate shot may
turn the tide of victory. But God's
army always wins.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

The Poor.
"Blessed is he that considereth the
poor; the Lord will deliver him in
time of trouble." (Psa. xli. 1.) Some
have many goods but do no good with
them and, hence, while surrounded
with wealth they are wretched and
miserable. "Because thou sayest I am
rich and increased with goods and
have need of nothing: and knowest not
that thou art wretched and miserable,
and poor and blind and naked: I counsel the to buy of me gold tried in the
fire that thou mayest be rich. (Rev.
iii. 17, 18.) But those who are rich in
pocket and poor in spirit are doubly
blessed, and their poverty in spirit is
sure to dispose them to consider the
poor. Stop and think, eternity is long:
where will you spend it? "Blessed is
he that considereth the poor"—that
thinks of them, remembers them, and
calls to mind their poverty and afflictions, that pities and resolves after deliberation to grant them speedy relief.
Blessed is he, even while considering
in what way he can do them the most
good; it may be you can take some
poor mother that has nothing and
her children into your home for a few
months; may be you can help such that
are doing such work. "He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth, but he
that has mercy on the poor, happy is
he." (Prov. xiv. 21.) The poor widow
whose agonized heart he makes glad,
blesses him ; the orphan whose tears he
dries up by supplying his pressing
wants, blesses him; the poor, sick and
afflicted, with all that are distressed,
whether in mind or body, or estate,
will lift up their eyes to heaven, pour
blessings on his head, and kiss the
kind hand of their deliverer.
Brethren, I have experienced this.
I and others have gone out to visit
the poor and sick and tried to help
them out of their distress, and when
we left their homes and bid them farewell, they kissed our hands and wished
us the blessings of God. "He that
has a bountiful eye shall be blessed,
for he giveth of his bread to the poor."
(Prov. xxii. 9). O my God, touch
hearts that they may remember the
poor! But the blessings he receives
from the poor, whose suffering he
softens, are not to be compared with
the blessedness he feels in his own
bosom. (Acts xx. 35.) See what
Pauls says. He says, "I have shewed
you . all things how that so laboring
ye ought to support the weak, and to
remember the words of the Lord
Jesus how he said it is more blessed
to give than to receive." Let us think
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for a m o m e n t ; he shall not only be
blessed of men and blessed in himself,
but blessed of God. If we remember
these great truths and do them, the
good Lord will remember us when
we get in trouble. W h a t we sow we
reap. There is no situation in which a
man can be placed in this life but he
will always find troubles peculiar to
that situation. But whoever considers
the poor shall be remembered by the
Lord. And as he had compassion on
others in time of distress, so the L o r d
will deliver him in time of trouble.
If we do not consider the poor we
are not only unkind to our fellow
creatures, but ungrateful to God,
through whose tender mercies it is
that we can see the blind,hear the deaf,
talk of the dumb, walk to the lame,
and visit the sick.
Should you be so poor that you cannot give to them, you will be blessed
if you do but consider the poor, and
when you cannot give a penny you
may lend a hand. Whatever you give
to, or do for the poor, the Lord takes
it as done to himself, and will assuredly pay you again. There is a
cry going up from the poor to our
Father for help. H e that has pity
upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord,
and that which he has given will he
pay him again. Let us heed the call.
PETER

STOVER.

3423. N. Second St.,
Philadelphia,
Pa.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

The Words of Jesus.
"But he said unto them, it is I ; be
not afraid." '(John vi. 20.)
T h e above words that Jesus spake
were -very comforting to his frightened disciples and if we read the five
preceding verses, we find that the disciples were sailing on a stormy sea.
They had left Jesus behind them and
had embarked without having him in
their midst. They had sailed
for
some distance amidst the waves when
they saw Jesus walking toward them,
and they were afraid, but he told them
that it was he and that they should not
be afraid.
This incident is a beautiful lesson
for us all. H o w often, while sailing
on the stormy sea of life, we become
afraid and weary of the dangers and
temptations that roll about our boat,
as the waves did, on the sea of Galilee,
and did we not often hear these comforting words, "Be not afraid, it is
I ?" W e believe that the disciples rejoiced exceedingly when they knew
that it was their blessed Master who
was coming to them. Their fear vanished and their spirits were quieted
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within them, for they saw and realized
that no h a r m could come to them when
Jesus is nigh.
W e should greatly rejoice that
Jesus speaks the same
comforting
words to us as he did to the disciples
of old, and that he has the same power
and strength as he had then. T h e
Apostle Paul tells us that "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and forever." ( H e b . xiii. 8 ) , and
if he is always the same, the words he
has spoken will also remain with the
same force and meaning, and he himself has said, "Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not
pass away."

with the messengers of Balak and
curse the children of Israel, was not
willing to do as the Lord had told
him, but. he had a desire to go with
them and please the king, and therefore he was not satisfied till he had
asked the Lord a second time, and we
find through that he was not willing
to obey the Lord in the first answer he
gave him, he was afterwards destroyed. Let all of us be^careful that we
do not ask the Lord for something that
we are not willing to receive, for the
.answer might not always be as we
would desire it to b e ; but may we always say, " T h y will, O Lord, be done
and not mine."

If it were not for the words of Jesus
that he has spoken, and is speaking to
us through his Spirit at the present
time, we would often become discouraged and give up in despair, but
through the comforting words of
Jesus we are again revived and are
encouraged to sum up all our courage and press onward to the high
calling of our Lord. W e find that the
Apostle Paul became sometimes greatlv distressed, but when he looked to
the Lord and asked him to help him
he received for his answer, " M y grace
is sufficient.for thee." ( I I . Cor. xii. 9 ) .
And how often we become distressed
at our infirmities, and, like Paul, ask
the Lord to remove our infirmities
from us, but we are likely to receive
the same answer as he did. W e should
therefore not become discouraged
when we see our shortcomings and
our nmvorthiness..but we should reioice that Testis tells us that his grace
is sufficient for us. and we should alwavs listen to his blessed words and
do them. W e are not justified in
doing onlv some of his commandments, and listen onlv to the words
that please us best, and those that
are most suited to our carnal n a t u r e , ,
but we must obev everv word that he
has snoken : for we read that man must
live bv everv word that oroceedeth out
of the mouth of the Lord. (Deut. viii.

I would wish to say to you, dear
readers, take heed to the words of
Jesus, whether they are words of encouragement to you or whether he
commands you to do some thing for
him. Let us all be as the wise man
who built his house upon the rock, so
that when we are called from this
world that we may hear those welcoming words, "Come, ye blessed of mv
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world."
Your brother in Christ,

3)T h e ouestion might arise 'within us,
whether it is alwavs safe for us to
trust the Lord and wait for an answer
from him, but this can readily be
answered by the Lord's own words,
"But he that putteth his trust in me
shall possess the land, and shall inherit mv holy mountain." (Isa. lvii.
13.) There is, however, danger that
when we ask the Lord and receive an
answer from him, we may not be willing to do what he tells us to do, and
may as did Balaam, who after he had
asked the Lord whether he should go

Levi F. SHEETZ.

Florin,

Pa.
Fanatical Excitement.

While upon the subject of excitement, I wish to* make a few suggestions on the danger that highlv excited
feeling's will take a w r o n g direction,
and result in fanaticism. Every one
is aware that when the feeling's are
strongly excited thev are capable of
being turned in various directions,
and of assuming various types, according- to the circumstances of the
excited individual. F e w persons who
have witnessed revivals of religion
have not had occasion to remark this
tendencv of the human mind, and the
efforts of Satan to use it for his own
advantage bv mingling in t h e spirit
of fanaticism with the spirit of a religious revival.
Fanaticism tesults from what a certain writer calls "loveless lierht."
Whenever the mind is enliehtened in
regard to what men oueht to be and
do and say, and is not at the same time
in the exercise of benevolence, a spirit
of fanaticism, indignation, rebuke and
denunciation is the almost inevitable
result. By fanaticism, I mean a state
of mind in which the malign emotions take the control of the will and
h u r r y the individual away into an outrageous and vindictive effort to sustain what he calls right and truth. H e
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contends for what he regards as can not at once subscribe to their petruth or right with a malign spirit.
culiar views of the subject. If it be
Now, in seasons of religious revival, anti-slavery, they contend for it with
there is special danger that fanaticism the spirit of slave-holders; and while
will spring up under the influence of they insist that all men are free, they
infernal agency. It is, in many re- will allow freedom of opinion to none
spects, a peculiarly favorable time for but themselves. They would enslave
Satan to sow in a rank soil, the seed the views and sentiments of all who
of some of the most turbulent and out- differ from them, and soon castigate
rageous forms of error that have ever them into an acquiescence with their
cursed the world. Among the crowd own opinions. In revivals of religion
who attend preaching at such times this spirit generally manifests itself in
there are almost always persons who a kind of scolding and denunciatory
have a strong fanatical tendency of way of praying for all classes of peomind. They are strongly inclined to ple. Next, in exhortation, preaching,
censoriousness, fault-finding, vituper- or in conversation. It especially atation, denunciation and rebuke. It is tacks ministers and the leading ina strong and ultrademocratic ten- fluences of the church, and moves
dency of mind—anti-conservative in right on progressively until it finally
the extreme, and strongly tending to regards the whole visible church as
misrule. Now, in proportion as per- Babylon, and all men as on the high
sons of this character become en- road to hell who do not come out and
lightened respecting the duties and the denounce her.
sins of men, they are very likely to
Now this spirit often springs up in
break forth into a spirit of turbulent revivals so stealthily and insidiously,
fanaticism. It is well known that al- that its true character is not at first
most all the reforms of this and of detected. Perhaps the church is cold,
every age have been cursed by this the minister and leading influences are
sort of fanaticism.
Temperance, out of the way, and it seems no more
moral reform, physiological and dietic than just, nay, even necessary, that
reform, anti-slavery—all have felt the some severity should be used towards
blight; almost nothing has escaped. those who are so far out of the way.
When lecturers or others take up these The individual himself feels this so
questions and discuss them, pouring strongly that he does not suspect himlight upon the public mind, it often self of fanaticism, though he deals
seems to disturb a cock-a-trice's den. out a large measure of rebuke in which
The deep, and perhaps hitherto hidden a sprinkling of the malign element is
tendencies to fanaticism, are blown up unconsciously mingled. He pleads the
into a flame, and often burst forth as example of Christ, of Apostles and
from the molten heart of a volcano. prophets, and can quote many pasTheir indignation is aroused; their sages from the Bible very similar to
censorious and vituperative tongues those which he now uses, and deems
are let loose; those unruly members himself justified in using, inasmuch
that are set on fire of hell, seem to pour as they are drawn from Scripture.
forth a stream of burning lava to He assumes their application as he apscorch and desolate society. Their plies them, and also that himself stands
prayers, their exhortations, everything in God's stead, and is the mouth of
thev say or do are but a stream of God in rebuking iniquity.
scolding, fault-finding and recriminaNow, when this spirit first appears,
tion. They insist upon it. They do
it grates across the tender minds of
well to be angry ; that to manifest anythose who are in a spirit of love; at
thing less than the utmost indignation
first it distresses and agonizes them,
were profane, and suited neither to the
but by and by there seems to be so
subject nor the occasion. Now it is
much truth in what is said; their prayremarkable to what an extent this class
ers and exhortations are so exciting;
of minds have been brought' forward
their own attention being directed to
by the different reforms of the day, the faults that are so sternly rebuked,
and even by revivals of religion. No they begin to drink in the same spirit
matter what the subject is—if it be the and partake of that boisterous and
promotion of peace, they will contend fiery zeal which was at first so inconfor peace with the spirit of outrageous sistent with the sweetness of their
war. With their tongues they will spirit. They begin to see, as they supmake war upon everything that op- pose, how the denunciations of the
poses them; pour forth unmeasured ^prophets, of Christ and of his
abuse upon all who disagree with Apostles, apply to those among whom
them, and make no compromise "nor they live. Their attention is wholly
hold any communion with those who engrossed with the faults of the

church and the ministry, and they can
see nothing good. They begin to
doubt and query whether in the visible
church all are not hypocrites. At first
they fear, but soon believe, that nearly all the ministers are self-deceived,
hirelings, conservatives, ambitious,
stewards of the devil. Church organizations are looked upon, first, with
suspicion; then with contempt and
abhorrence. Coming out of Babylon
becomes the order of the day.
Fanaticism takes on a very great
variety of types. Its modifications are
almost innumerable. I beg leave to
call the attention of the brethren to
the danger of revival preachers themselves introducing the spirit of fanaticism. When they meet with great opposition from the church, or the
world, or the ministry, they sometimes
indulge in a strain of remark that is
strongly tinctured with bitterness and
denunciation. There are sometimes
streaks and dashes of this in the
preaching and spirit of good men.
Satan seems to take advantage of their
circumstances to infuse, imperceptibly
to themselves, into their spirit and
strain of preaching, praying and talking, a dash of bitterness and vituperation. This strongly tends to beget a
fanatical state of mind in their admirers.
Revival preachers often
greatly erred in this matter. Whitefield sometimes did so, as he himself
confesses, and the result was such as
I have named, as every one knows
who has read the historv of the revivals that occurred under his labors.
There is not one among the revival
preachers of modern times who has
not erred to a greater or less extent
in this respect. I am sure that I have
sometimes done so, and I do not know
of a revival preacher of whom I do not
think that, to some extent, the remarks
just made are applicable.
A little spice of this soirit in a
revival preacher will work like leaven
until it leavens the whole lump, and,
if indulged in, will sooner or later
totally change the character of the excitement in which he labors, until it
will become a revival of arrant fanaticism instead of pure religion. This result may occur without his once suspecting that such is the tendency of
his spirit, preaching and movements.
Hence, ere he is aware the evil is too
far developed to admit of a remedy.
My brethren, let us be careful that
our own spirit is heavenly, Christlike, that we have the "wisdom that
cometh down from above, which is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, full
of mercy and good fruits," , Let us
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labor _in the spirit, and the result will
show that we are workmen who need
not be ashamed.
Selected from C. G. Finney's "Revival Fire," by
HENRY RODES.
On Using' " M e a n s . '

As this seems to be my experience,
and can say, yes, and amen, to it, I feel
that the Lord would have me to write
it. The love of God constrains us to
do something for him. How often do
we speak of trusting the Lord when,
in reality, we are leaning on some circumstance or set of circumstances.
How often do we speak of living by
the day, in simple dependence upon
God, when, if we judged the positive
condition of our souls before God, we
should find that we were looking to
some human or earthly source of supply. This is a sad evil and should
be most carefully watched against.
It was just what Saul exhibited, when,
in, sending David against Goliath,
having made use of the apparently devout expression, "The Lord be with
thee," he proceeded to 'arm David
with his armor, and he put an helmet
of .brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail." He had
no other idea but that David was to
fight in the usual way. No doubt, it
was professedly in the name of the
Lord, but he thought David ought to
use means.
But it happens that we frequently
speak of using means and shut God
out altogether. We profess to use
means.in dependence upon God, and,
in reality, use the mere name of God
in dependence upon the means. This
is virtually and according to the
judgment of faith, to make a god of
our means., .What is this but plain
idolatry? Whether had Saul more
confidence in the Lord or in the
armor? In the.armor, no doubt, and
so with all who do not truly walk by
faith. It is the means they lean upon
and hot upon God. How strikingly
does this illustrate the common course
of human reasoning, in its relation to
sickness which has more faith in a box
of pills and drugs with many surgeons
to overcome the Goliath, sickness, than
in the power of an unseen, Almighty
God. The use of medical "means" in
sickness is such a commonly accepted error in professed Christendom,
that, hot to use them is considered
. fanatical and as fatal to life as not
to eat food when hungry. God has
designated in his word the means to
be used in nourishing the human
body—food, and has also specified the
"means' to be used for healing, repentance and faith in the Son of God.
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He has not promised to bless any
"means" that, like Saul's "armor,
hinder God from working and rob
him of his glory. The utter helplessness of physicians in the face of death
should be sufficient to prove to every
true heart that "it is better to trust
in the Lord than to put confidence in
man;" for "there is a way that seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof is death."
Selected by ADDA G. WOLGEMUTH.

Mount Joy, Pa.
The Black Bottle.

The Macon (Ga.) "Telegraph"
tells the following true story that
"woul'd fitly adorn a temperance lecture." Happening into a millinery
store, the reporter noticed a lady who
was buying a hat for her little girl.
The child made herself sociable with
him, and remarked, prattling artlessly, "We dot lots o' money now."
"Where did you get it, my little
girl?"
"Papa broke de bottle."
This called for an explanation on
the mother's part, and she finally related how her intemperate husband
had been reformed five years before,
at the time their oldest boy had died.
This is the tale she told, beginning—•
as the story of many a reformed life
has begun—at a loved one's death'
bed.
The little fellow slowly turned his
eyes towards his father and said: "I'm
going to die, papa, for I see the angels
beckoning me to come. This is Christmas morning; please let me see what
Santa Claus put in my stocking."
My husband went to the mantel and
took down the little stocking. It was
empty! He stood still and stared at
it for a minute, and God only knows
the agony of his heart in that short
time. He turned to speak, but our
boy would not have heard him had
the poor man's breaking heart allowed him utterance. Our boy was dead!
The day before New Year's my husband called for the whisky bottle.
May God forgive my feelings at that
minute, for I wished that he, too, was
dead. I obeyed him mechanically.
To my surprise he took the bottle in
his hand and, pouring the whisky on
the ground, said: "I will drink no
more; and the money I would spend
for whisky we will put in this bottle,
and all enjoy the contents."
You can imagine how happy I was!
He had sworn off many times before,
but I knew he was in earnest this time.
We made calculation, and estimated
that whisky cost him five dollars a
week.
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Well, it was decided to put five dollars a week in the bottle for five years,
come what would. The time was out
last New Year's Day, and the big
black bottle was broken and it contained one thousand dollars. But this
was not all. We saved enough in that
time, outside of the bottle, to buy a little home."
"But are you not afraid in breaking
the bottle that your husband will break
his resolution?"
"No; because we have started another bottle bank," said the lady, with
a happy smile.
The husband is a Macon mechanic,
well known, and enjoys the respect
and esteem of all. He says he never
knew how much genuine pleasure
there was at home with his loved ones
until he got sober enough to appreciate
it, and to fill instead of empty the fat
bottle.
Fifty-two times the shuttle has
flown, in each flight weaving a week
with a golden border of Sabbath.
Three hundred and sixty-five times
the clock has struck twelve for the
noon, and only one less time twelve
for the night. In that time, how many
marriage garlands have been twisted,
how many graves dug, how many sorrows suffered, how many fortunes
won, how many souls lost, how many
immortals saved!
Two T e a r s .
The Old Year knew him, but the New
knows not.
And all our joy and welcome for the New
Is clouded by the thought, which, like a
blot,
Stains and obscures the gladness through
and through.
Old Year, which barely touched him as he
passed,
This grace abides with thee now thou art
dead,
Of Time's brief vanished heirs thou wert
the last
T o lay a blessing on his honored head.
We saw thee greet him with mysterious
smile,
We did not mark how sad the smile and
strange,
But deemed all well, then in a little while
The skies grew dark with swift tempestuous change.
Led by thy hand he vanished from,our eyes,
And thou fulfill'dst thy date day after
day,
And. still to grief and question and surmise
Made never answer, keeping on thy way.
But still we love Thee for Thou wert the
last
To see the face that we no longer see,
And all the grace and glory of His past
Completes and ends and culminates in
Thee.
T h e New Year's hands with good gifts
may be full,
T h e New Year's heart with love and
peace may brim,
H e cannot be to-us as beautiful
As the old years which caught their best
from him,
—Susan Coolidge.
y
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OUR YOUTH.
A N e w Year's Welcome.
Bright and glad the new year cometh
Bringeth blessings unto all;
Hail we it with voices swelling
Notes which grandly rise and fall.
Lift each voice in glad thanksgiving
Unto him who from on high,
Listens with a love most tender,
As to him man draweth nigh.
Lift each voice, swell glad, sweet praises—
Fair new year, we welcome t h e e ;
But with awe we view thy pages,
P u r e and fair, from sin-stains free.
And amid our songs of gladness
W e would not forget to raise
Prayer from hearts contrite and humbled,
By the failures of past days,
That each day of this year opening
Pure and fair, before us here,
May bear record of grand triumphs,
In his name who answers prayer.
Lift each voice in rapturous' praises—
Fair new year, we welcome thee;
And with care we'll trace thy pages
Opening now in purity.
Mav this glad new year, now opening,
Unto us a foretaste prove,
Of that blessed one we're hoping
Soon to see, with him we love.
When on shining portals swinging,
Gates of pearl shall open wide,
And our hands sweep golden harp-strings
By life's waters' crystal tide.
Lift each voice, swell loud the chorus—
Fair new year, we welcome thee.
While we pray, with earnest longings,
Keep us Lord, from sin stains free.

• •» •
Glady's New Tear.

Gladys had had such a delightful
Christmas.
Her cousins, Sadie and
Bessie Cook and Roy and Ralph Dunkirk, had spent a whole week at her
house. And what fun they had!
Such a Christmas tree, such games,
such romping and coasting and sleighriding! But it was all over.
The
cousins were gone, and here it was
actually New Year's Day and "so
stupid," so Gladys' said, fretfully.
Her father was absent from town,
and her mother had gone to "receive"
with Mrs. Hastings.
"I think it's mean to be left here
alone on New Year's Day," thought
Gladys, complainingly. But she was
not alone. Biddy, the good natured
cook, was in the kitchen, and Katie,
the second girl, was dusting the parlors. Besides, there was "Aunt Hattie," who was Gladys' papa's aunt,
whom he dearly loved.
Just now
Aunt Hattie was busily sewing in the
bay window. She had come to spend
a month.
"Aunt Hattie," asked Gladys, as
from loneliness she sought the old
-lady, "isn't this a stupid day?"
Aunt Hattie looked up and smiled.
"I don't find it so, my dear," she
said, gently.
"I do," emphatically; "I think it
just as stupid as it can be. I don't
know what to do with myself."
"Don't you ever work for any one,
my dear?"
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/ " I ! Work for any one?" Gladys
exclaimed in surprise.
"What do
you mean, Aunt Hattie?"
"I mean, my dear girl, do you ever
do any kindly service to the sick and
the poor and the suffering?"
"Mamma does; she gives my outgrown clothes away."
"But what do you do?"
Gladys' face flushed.
"I haven't done anything," she said,
"Do you think I ought to?"
"Certainly I do.
Supposing you
begin now, my dear?"
"What can I do, Aunt Hattie?"
Aunt Hattie laid aside her work.
"Come, Gladys," said she, cheerily,
"let us take a walk; it will do us good
this clear, bright morning, and perhaps you will think of something you
can do before we return."
So they put on their wraps and
went out.
"Where are you going, Aunt Hattie?" asked Gladys, as her aunt soon
turned aside from the beautiful street
into a side one that led into a narrow
alley, where some old houses stood
packed closely together.
"I am going to see an old acquaintance," was the reply; "she is the
daughter of an old neighbor of mine."
"She don't live in a very nice place,
does she? I shouldn't think you'd
like to go to see her in such a looking
street."
"But I do," Aunt Hattie said
quickly. "I like to go very much, because my visits seem to do her good."
There was a long, narrow old house,
three stories high.
The front door
stood wide open, and to Gladys' surprise, Aunt Hattie walked right in and
started up the stairs.
"Come, my dear," she said, "we
must climb three flights."
After a weary climb, they stopped
at the door of a room in the low third
story.
A little girl opened the door.
A
smile broke over her sweet face as she
saw Aunt Hattie.
"Oh, I'm so glad," she exclaimed,
"and so'll mamma be."
She invited them politely to come in
and gave them chairs.
Then she
went into a little inner room, and
Gladys heard her talk in a low voice
to some one. Presently she came back
and took Aunt Hattie into the inner
room, returning a moment later and
sitting down beside Gladys.
"Is your mamma sick?" questioned
the latter.
"Oh, yes, mamma's been sick for a
good while; but she's getting better,
and I'm so glad."
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"So am I," said Gladys, her sympathy flowing out toward the little
girl, with tears in her blue eyes.
"I was afraid once that mamma
would die," she said in a low voice,
"and I prayed to God to leave her here
with me, her own little girl who loves
her so. And now she is better, and
I'll take such good care of her that
pretty soon she'll be well."
"I hope so, too," said Gladys,
warmly, and there were tears in her
voice, as well as in her eyes. "But
how can you take care of her?"
"Oh, I can take care of her. Mamma says I'm a born nurse."
"Well, you are -a dear, good little
girl, anyway," said Gladys, brushing
away the tears that fell down her
cheeks; then suddenly changing the
subject, she asked: "What did you
get for Christmas?"
The little face clouded for a moment.
"I didn't get anything," she replied.
"I prayed for a doll; I wanted one so
much, but I guess God thought I
wouldn't have time to play with dolls
with dear mamma sick, and it's all
right. Susie Turner got one. Susie
lives on the first floor, and she's going
to let me hold hers sometimes. Isn't
Susie good?"
"Very good," answered Gladys, but
her voice sounded strange.
After the call was over, and Aunt
Hattie and Gladys were out in the
street, the latter said:
"Let's go right home, Aunt Hattie.
I have so much to do."
"So much to do?" Aunt Hattie said,
with a smile.
"Oh, yes," and Gladys smiled, too.
"I didn't know there was so much to
do."
"Thank God that you have found
out, dear Gladys!"
You can infer that the hours flew
by for the rest of the day. How busy
and happy Gladys was! How many
places she searched! What a goodly
pile of things she was heaping up for
the "least of these!"
At six o'clock her mother returned,
and raised her hands in amazement at
finding Gladys sewing away busily besides Aunt Hattie.
"Oh, I'm mending this dress; Aunt
Hattie showed me how.
And, oh,
mamma, dear, you don't care, do you,
if I give away the lovely new doll I
got Christmas? There's the dearest
little girl over there where Aunt Hattie and I went, and she did not have
any Christmas."
Before the happy New Year's Day
(Continued

on Page 14.)
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July 8 ,1903, Bro. S. D. Tice, of
Howard, Pa., house with contents destroyed by fire. Caught
,fire on the roof,
P h i l a d e l p h i a Mission.
July 10, 1903, Bro. M. H . Oberholser, barn damaged by lightReyort for month of November, 1903.
ning,
RECEIPTS.
Paid Secretary for one year's
Balance on hand,
$42 70
labor,
Valley chapel S. S., Ohio,
4 00 Expenses for printing rules, . . .
Philadelphia, Pa.,
80
Paid interest on money through
Nappanee, Ind
2 50
the year,
A brother,
10 00

CHURCH

T o SUBSCRIBERS:—Our terms are cash in
advance.
2. When writing to have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
address.
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show to subscribers when their subscription expires.

VISITOR
WORK.

OTJB, B I B L E

$60 00

Shippensburg, Pa., 1 barrel potatoes, 1
barrel apples, 1 barrel provisions; Elizabethtown, Pa., 1 barrel turnips; Mount Joy,
Pa., 1 box clothing; Florin, Pa., I box
apples.
EXPENSES.

For Mission,
For poor and needy,

$8 20
9 90

Total,

$18 10

W e again are thankful to God for the
many blessings he bestows on us in every
way. But we thank him most of all that
he gives us souls for our labor, and all you
who are giving a helping hand shall have
a share in the reward for which we look
by faith. W e still ask you to pray for us.
3423 N. Second St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

•••

OFFER

Chicago Mission.
W e are able to offer our subscribers a
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost.

send the Bible prepaid to any address in
the United States or Canada, and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.

This

offer hold good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
T h e special feature of this Bible is that
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED V E R -

SIONS of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
Size of tyne. It is a Self-pronouncing
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting a
feature or disturbing the Text, points out
all the words and passages wherein t h e
two versions differ, giving the Revised
Version: of each at foot of page, together
with
A Very Full Concordance, containing over
40,000 References;
History and Summary
of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
Chronohgical Tables; Nezv Subject
index
to the Bible; a Dictionary of Scripture
Proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles, Parables,
Etc.
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal, Divinitv Circuit. Round Corners. Red under
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
Address

1185 Bailey St.
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Report for month "ending Dec. 15, 1903.
DONATIONS.

For

$3.25 (INDEX F I F T Y CENTS E X T R A ) we will

VISITOR.

Harrisburg, Pa.

Our City M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia. 3423 N . Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo. N . Y., Mission, 25 Hawley street,
in charge of Brother J. H . and Sister Catie
A. Myers.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. In
charge of Brother and Sister B. Brubaker,
Sisters Anna and Sarah Bert and Brother
G. C. Cress, pastor.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, Second and
Grand streets. Church, Thirteenth and
University ave. In charge of Bro. J. R.
and Sister Anna Zool^, Residence, 1226
Eleventh street, N .

5 5°
35 00
8 00
46 00
$2,484 93

Total

PETER STOVER.

Harrisburg, Pa., January I, 1904.

900 00

Thanksgiving offering,
Mrs. Madison, Chicago, 111
Susan Rhodes, Clarence Center,
N. Y.,
A. J. Heise, Hamlin, Kans.,
John Herr, New Lisbon, I n d . , . . .
Barbara Hitz, Pa.,
Hall rent,
In H i s Name, 111.,
John Fike, Laporte City, l a
In His Name,
Offering box, . . . •.
Total,

$2 55
1 00
1 00
5 00
10 00
I 00
5 00
5 00
2 00
7 00
1 00
$40 55

EXPENSES.

Balance due Mission,
Groceries,
Gas for lighting,
Rent
Total,
Due Mission,

$1 51
5 86
2 00
35 00
$44 37
$382

SARAH BERT AND WORKERS.

5956 Peoria St.,
Bnglewood, III.
• m •
L o s s e s P a i d o u t of t h e Brethren's F i r e
Relief F u n d During 1 9 0 3 .
Nov. 2, 1902, Bro. John Shultz,
house damaged at Maytown by
lightning. Loss,
Nov. 2, 1902, T w o head of stock
killed by lightning for Bro.
Fike in Kans.,
Feb. 3, 1903, Bro. Sherk's blacksmith shop was destroyed by
fire in Herrington, Kans., . . . .
March 31, 1903, Sister
Sallie
Kegg's house, with contents, in
Indiana, was destroyed by fire,
April 6, 1903, Bro. B. F . Long's
creamery, of Center county
Pa., was destroyed by fire;
supposed incendiary
May 17, 1903, Bro. Isaac Kensinger of Bedford county, P a house damaged by
fire,
June 8, 1903, Bro. Franklin
Bashore, Hummelstown,
Pabarn destroyed by fire, through
lightning,
June 29, 1903, Sister George Metz,
of Bedford county. Pa., building damaged by lightning, , .

$34 79
40 00
62 64
300 00

750 00
10 00

H . B. MUSSER,

Treas.,

M. S. SEACHRIST,
B. H . NISSLEY,

Committee.
BENT. O. MUSSER,

Secretary.
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On Our M i s s i o n .
T o all the dear readers of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR and to all the faithful. in

Christ Jesus.
"Grace be to you and peace from God
our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ. According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the
world that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love."
This report dates back to when we left
the Buffalo Mission and crossed over into
the Dominion of Canada. On November
17th, we began rabors at Sherkston, Ont.,
as already reported by Sister Michael in
the VISITOR of December 15th. W e were
made welcome by the dear brethren and
sisters who know how to appreciate our
labors in the gospel. T h e brethren having
no M. H . of their own, they use that of
the "Menonite Brethren in Christ." W e
spared not in delivering the truth and
while we did not see as much fruit manifest as we would desire, yet we know the
Lord has said his word shall not return
void nor unfruitful, but it shall accomplish that which he please and prosper in
the thing whereto he sent it. W e endeavored to do as Paul said to Timothy,
"Preach the word." T h e result is with
him who sent us forth as lambs among
wolves.
December 2d we left Sherkston for
Hespeler, where we were met by our dear
Bro. J. Wildfong and conveyed to his
home. Meetings were announced to begin
in the Union M. H , three miles from
Hespeler.
T h e membership is small here and the
few are somewhat scattered, so even they
could not all attend regularly.
On December 5th, the writer was called
back to Sherkston to attend the funeral
of Mary Ann Sherk, as per obituary in
VISITOR of December 15th. There being no
way of getting back on Lord's day, I did
not get back until the 7th.
From that date on the meetings were
continued with a fair interest among believers and a small congregation,
W e know the spirit of God was present
to send the truth home into unsaved hearts
but, alas, no one became willing to meet
the conditions of salvation.

No doubt the poor heathen, who has
never heard the gospel, will have an easier
time in the judgment than the people of
283 00 this land who knowingly trample the precious blood of Christ under their unhal10 00 lowed feet.
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When we came here there was snow
enough for fair sleighing and since then
more snow has been falling. T h e weather
was moderately cold up to Sunday, the
13th, when it became quite cold.
Mercury reported at zero. We were favored
with a good comfortable home about a
half mile from the church which we certainly appreciated very much, and we
know the dear Lord will reward the dear
ones for their kindness to us, his servants.
W e close the services here to-night and
proceed to the Wainfleet church where our
labors are requested, to labor as the Lord
may direct.
W e had expected to spend more time
here in Waterloo county at this time, but
owing to other meetings being held it was
thought best to postpone the labors in
these parts until later in the season. We
hope the hand of the Lord is in it all, that
his name may be glorified.
W e expect, Lord willing, to spend the
Winter in different parts of Canada.
Yours, laboring for the lost of earth at
home and abroad.
N O A H AND MARY ZOOK.

Dec. 17, 1903.
Permanent address,

Harrisburg,

Pa.

Meetings at Abilene, Kans.
Protracted meetings began here
Sunday, December 6th, and continue with
much interest. Bro. J. R. Zook, of Des
Moines, la., has the meetings in charge.
We have two services a day. T h e afternoon meetings are very helpful to the believers and a deep interest is manifest.
A number of the young brethren and sisters
have fully consecrated themselves to God,
and in consequence have received the
blessing of the Holy Spirit and are happy
in the Lord.
T h e evening services are devoted to the
interest of the unsaved. The preached
word is accompanied by the power of God;
conviction is evident in the hearts of the
sinner. We are glad to report fifteen conversions and believe there will be others
before the meetings close. W e feel very
unworthy to know God will honor our efforts in behalf of others. W e give all the
glory to Jesus.
M. L. H .
Letters.
Dear Readers of the Visitor:
With God's help_I will endeavor to write
a few lines for the VISITOR. I have often
felt that I ought to write, and I promised
the Lord that I would if he would help me,
so I am trusting in him for help and
guidance.
I do praise the Lord for his wonderful
love toward me. H e has brought me out
of the miry clay and placed my feet on the
solid rock Christ Jesus. I cannot praise
him enough for what he has done for me.
Oh, it is grand to be a child of God. I'm
so glad that I surrendered all to Jesus, and
he sanctified my soul and filled me with the
Holy Ghost, and I am rejoicing in him, the
God and rock of my salvation. I want to
ever abide in the center of his will, and
just be what he wants me to be. It pays
to go all the way with Jesus, and trust him
for all things. His service has become a
real delight to me. I'm so glad that I ever
became willing to follow Jesus. I have
been on the way for over two years, and
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I am glad to say that it is getting better
all the time. Praise his dear name. I
want to do all I can for Jesus, for he has
done so much for me. T h e enemy is trying
his utmost to discourage me, but in Jesus
there is power to overcome all things.
"The cross is not greater than his grace,
T h e storm cannot hide his blessed face;
I am satisfied to know, that with Jesus here
below,
I can conquer every foe."
Yours in the Master's service,
ALICE STECKXEY.

While reading the VISITOR this cold
Thursday afternoon, December 17th, the
Spirit of the Lord drove me on my knees
and with burning tears I prayed to God
for dear children such as I read of on
page nine in the VISITOR, "A Heartrending
Scene." Dear reader, whoever you may
be, I believe such things I read since I was
in Philadelphia at the Breakfast Association and saw 900 strong drinking men in
one congregation one Sunday morning;
and I read the tramp's story, on same page,
and his testimony is like plenty testify at
that Association and when I read Bro. S.
G. Engle's report of the Mission I got a
work to do, and, my God helping me, I will
do it with all my might. If I sit on my
knees till Jesus comes that won't feed the
dear little ones nor clothe them, such as
the Heartrending Scene tells us. Oh dear
brethren, such are plenty in the world,
and, whisky did it. May God help us to
obey him. Pray for me. My heart burns
just now for the poor.
A M A N D A SNYDER.

Since I get the VISITOR I am always
anxious to read the encouraging testimonies. It helps us so much on the way.
And I felt impressed to write a few lines
for the VISITOR. I can truly say since the
Lord has saved me, I have joy and peace
in my soul. Praise his name. Long before I was converted, I thought I could
not hold out, • but if the Lord saves us, he
will keep up. If we are in real earnest
about serving him and follow his footsteps, and then we have no fear anymore.
"Perfect love casteth 'out fear." T h e n we
can sing, "My all is on the altar," and also
have victory in our soul. Praise God for
full and free salvation. For every one
that comes to him, can have it without
money or price. I wish that many would
come to the life-giving fountain,
and
drink before it is too late. I believe the
Lord is soon coming and we read in his
word, that we must be ready. H e may
come in an hour when we think not.
Therefore we are to watch and pray and
have our vessels filled with oil when he
comes.
From your sister in Christ,
MARTHA ANGLEMOYER.

Silverdale, Pa.,
Dec. 15, 1903.
Dear Brethren and Sisters:
I will make an effort this morning to
write something for the VISITOR. It is over
fourteen years since I made an effort in
earnest to serve God and in this time I
have realized the difference of feeling the
consequence if all is not right between us
and God. I have learned, too, that what
seems so'small to us may be very great in
the sight of God. I think the deepest re-
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gret and deepest sorrow I ever endured
was because I did not say some things that
I thought I should have said: Sin became
exceeding sinful, but if I had been as patient and more willing to put up with what
seemed such a loss at that time, but which
later looked so small compared to the grief
I endured, it would have been better for
me. It was my own fault that I was asked to say anything. I thought I would
be so careful to say everything truthful as
a witness, but this I didn't know whether
it would be necessary and didn't think it
would sound so well, and when I thought
it over some time later it came so forcibly to my mind, I went and asked if it
was necessary. I thought of Saphira that
kept back part of the price. H e said it
was not, it was of no importance, yet all
anyone could say this condemnation was
more, seems to me, than I ever endured.
If I had been in the right spirit I would
not have encouraged the suit. It is so
glorious to enjoy God's favor in this life,
and the reverse is so terrible I'
W e have nearly half our treasures, I
hope, in heaven. Three, in a little over one
year. About four years ago or over we
were an unbroken family—three boys and
three girls. Then we first were called to
part with a little daughter and not quite
two years later we enjoyed the presence
of two dear twin children, Adam and Eve.
Oh, how proud I w a s ; no wealth could
have made me so happy. In about three
months the little boy was called off and
about ten weeks later the little girl followed and the next November our eldest son,
not quite seventeen. H e felt the need of
a Savior and prayed to God; talked to his
young companions; asked them to read for
him and pray for him, and I hope he is at
rest. But, oh, these children are so dear
by nature. It was one year last Sunday he
was laid to rest and our hearts are so sore,
yet I feel that God has been merciful to
allow us the hope that he is well off. T h e
little ones are safe, too. My companion
has been trying to serve God for near a
year. It was Percy's desire he should.
H e said this is my mission. Pray for us,
brethren and sisters, that he may be willing to make a full surrender and enjoy
God's blessing, and for me that I may be
faithful and show that I really am trying
to be a child of God, and that I may try
to raise these children right that are yet
entrusted to our care. I feel it so important to try to keep pride off our children when small. It is natural for them
to wish for such things when they are out
of our care. I do not wish to grieve the
brethren and sisters with anything I put
on the children or do. If any one has anything to bear with me I wish to make it
right. I will close, asking your prayers for
me and mine.
Your sister in faith,
MARY L.

Waynesboro, Franklin
Dec. 4, 1903.

VARNEK.

Co., Pa.,

The, greatest miracle that I know of is
that of my' conversion. I was dead, and I
live; I was blind, and I see; I was a slave,
and I am free; I was an enemy of God,
and I love him. Prayer, the Bible, the society of Christians—these were to me a
source of profound ennui; while now it is.
the pleasures of the world that are wearisome to me, and piety is the source o f
all my joy.—Vinet.
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Mission Work in Texas.
Dear Saints: If God be for us who can
be against us4 Sometimes the storm
seems hard and the clouds dark, but the
mercies of our God can not fail. St. Paul
Says, 'who hath known the mind of the
Lord, or who hath been his instructor?"
0 how impatient we are many times; how
hard it is to wait on God, in fact it would
seem a pleasure to run with the records
of the day, but to patiently wait God's time
requires more grace sometimes than we
seem to have.
For the last few months I have been
greatly tried because of the slowness of
the work. How my fretful spirit wishes
to agonize, fast and pray all night just to
get a hold that things might move. But
O, the absolute necessity that all of self be
out, then in the Holy Ghost we may
agonize, fast and pray with a firm hold
that may remove every mountain of difficulty carrying to the front the banner of
our Lord. Amen. O that it may be soon!
In answer to a few letters, which may
be the query in the minds of many, I ask
that we may find a little room in the
columns of the VISITOR.

One has written, " I understand most of
the people are Catholic. Would it not
be probable that more good may be done
and more souls saved if you would leave
there?"
Answer. It is true that many of the people are of a Catholic sentiment. Yet they
have become disgusted with their oppressions and may never go to church, especially of the men. I believe I am safe
in saying that four-fifths of them receive
the word of God in their homes with all
the priests saying we are the devil and the
book is not the word of God. But an awful
indifference seems to have settled upon
them while their vices are many, their faith
greatly abused, misdirected and weak.
2nd.
H o w many have you received by
baptism since there?
While the first question would call our
attention to the general situation, this one
would ask as to what success God has
given in our personal work. I have only
baptized three since here. One young man
of about twenty-eight, who is working in
a mission in San Antonia. Another, a
sister, of about forty-five, and the other
possibly in the nineties. These are all
faithful witnesses for the Lord and his
gospel. A number of others have come so
far as to experience a change of heart and
run well for a time but have wavered with
the tide. Two sisters that were blessedly
saved and have never ceased to give their
testimony for Jesus. Yet they do waver
some at times. One day, with tears in
their eyes, they said to me, "we can not
be Christians: our papa and mamma are
not." Another time they said, "we did not
want to go to the dance, but mamma said
we must." Another time when absent
from Sunday-school they told me, "Mamma said we had to stay home." But yet
they come and testify. Another who was
saved this Fall a year ago, and. teaches a
class of little children in the school, said
one day, calling at our home, " I did not
want to come to town to-day but papa said
1 must." Being Lord's day her conscience
was wounded. Another difficulty she meets
with; she does not want to wear anything
but plain clothing, but mother furnishes
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the corset, ruffles and flowers, and
for
peace Sake She must wear them. T h e
family is large and when others of the
brothers and sisters wish anything of
Stella's and she chooses to say no, she has
to hear such expressions as these, "you are
a pretty Christian," or "you are no Christian; where is your religion?"
One more I will give and from these
samples you may see what we have to
contend with. This was a young negro
girl of eighteen who had a glorious experience and seemed to be overflowing for
a few weeks. Just about this time a
wealthy young American began to pay attention to her. The mother (as I supposed) hoping she might marry well, gave
her fully over to him, who after he had
disgraced her cared
nothing
for
hen.
Since she has had her child she has been
back to the meetings a few times. Their
parents riever come to meeting, or perhaps
a time or two. They are all friendly to
me, but are ungodly Sabbath-breakers.
There are some sixty of these children,
ranging from twenty down to infants. I
have three places where I preach regularly.
My congregations range from fifty down
to half a dozen.
Shall I leave them ? How can I ? No
Christian influence; none at all. It is too
dark in this world. It is not so agreeable
to live here, but I can not leave. God is
surely going to answer the prayers of these
children as they pray for papa and mamma, praying that their homes might become Christian homes.
Stand by us in prayer a little longer.
God's word cannot return void or unfruitful.
Yours in the battle for souls,
S. H.

AND LIZZIE L.

ZOOK.

Testimonies Given a t a Revival Meeti n g H e l d b y J . R . Zook a t
Abilene, Kans.
George Eyer:
I praise the Lord that
he has given me a desire to follow him all
the way.
Mary Sheets:
I praise the Lord that I
enjoy something these last few days that
I never have enjoyed. T h e Lord shall have
all ihe glory.
Delia Plum:
I praise the Lord that it is
settled in my heart that I will never turn
back to the world.
A Sister:
I praise God that I have
found this wonderful salvation, and my desire is to go on and follow him.
A Brother:
I am glad not only because
he came to save me, but that he does save
me, for which I praise him.
A Sister:
I praise the Lord that he ever
called me. I praise the Lord for the joy
and peace that he gives me.
Mary Brookhart:
I praise the Lord for
what he is doing for us. I do believe that
our last days are going to be our best
days.
Ellen Hoffman:
I praise the Lord that
this wonderful salvation just suits me. My
desire is to do the will of the Lord.
Solomon Markley:
I just want to thank
the Lord for this "old time religion."
When we talk about this "old time religion" some might think that there are two
kinds of religion, but I thank God that
there is only one true religion.
Aaron Dayhoff:
I praise God for what
he has done for me. I want you to pray
for me that I may prove faithful.
Rosa Eyer:
I praise the Lord that hi
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saves me. I feel thankful for what I have
received, but I know there is still more
for me.
Abbie Bert:
I think I have great reason to praise God for the great peace he has
given me. I do not know where he will
lead me, but I have a "yes" deep down
in my heart to follow him wherever he
may lead.
Bessie Boyce: I praise God that he saved
a poor sinner like me.
Maggie Stark:
I feel to praise the Lord
for what he has done for me and for my
family.
Phoebe Winger:
I praise God for a
know-so salvation.
John Winger:
I praise the Lord that
he saved a wretch like me.
Beuldh Musser:
I praise the Lord that
1 have a friend that I may have with me
all the time. It is not like a friend that
we have part of the time, but we may
have him with us all the time.
John Long:
I praise the Lord for what
he has done for me, and I want him to do
more.
A Sister:
I praise the Lord that he is
not only able to save us, but that he is able
to keep us if we keep close to him.
A Sister:
I praise the Lord that he heals
me both soul and body. I am glad that salvation is free.
John Forney:
I am not only glad that
this salvation is free, but that he sets us
free and keeps us free. Christ goes with
us wherever we go. If he makes any
changes in our life he always goes before
us. Why should we not trust him?
Naomi Engle:
I praise God that I am
marching to Zion, and it is getting better
all the time.
Elsie Woolverton:
I praise the Lord for
what he has done for me. I don't know
when I enjoyed myself as much as I do
now.
Ephraim Brookhart:
I praise the Lord
for what he has done for me.
Mary Dayhoff:
I praise the Lord for
what he has done for me, but I know that
I am not where God wants me to be. I
want you to pray for me.
Amanda Musser:
I do thank the Lord
that I am in his service. I just enjoy his
service more and more. I praise the Lord
that I am in his school.
Jennie Plum":
I praise the Lord that
he has kept me to-day. Pray for me that
I may be faithful.
Anna Engle:
I praise the Lord for what
he has done for me to-day. Pray for me.
Mother Lenhart:
I am so glad that I
have the privilege to praise the Lord. It is
so wonderful how he healed my body so
that I could come here. I am glad that
I' can praise him day by day.
Christ Musser:
I like the testimony of
the Psalmist when he says, "Great peace
have they that love thy law and nothing
shall offend them." I praise the Lord for
victory in my soul. My cup is running
over.
M. L.

Elder Isaac Trump, of Polo, 111.,
informs us that he and his wife are
contemplating an extended visiting
tour in different States extending east
as far as Pennsylvania, during the
coming year. We hope the Lord may
give them healtrfffor the journey and
make them a blessing.
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Glady's N e w Year.
(Continued

from

Page
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closed, a great basket full of things
went out of Glady's house to the "least
of these."
That night, when Gladys knelt to
say her evening prayer, her heart was
in her voice.
"Oh, I thank thee, dear Lord," she
said, "for this happy New Year's Day,
and help me to remember every day
of my life that I've got two hands to
work for thee."—Exchange.
T h e Cruse T h a t F a i l e t h N o t ,
Is thy cruse of comfort wasting?
Rise and share it with another;
And through all the years of famine,
It shall serve thee and thy brother.
Love dividing will thy store-house
Or thy handful still renew.
Scanty fare for one will
Often make a rgyal feast for two.

fill,

Is thy burden hard and heavy?
Do thy steps drag wearily?
Help to bear thy brother's burden,
God will bear both it and thee.
For the h e a r t ' g r o w s rich in giving,
All its wealth is living grain;
Seeds that mildew in the garner,
Scattered fill with gold the plain.

?

Art thou stricken in. life's battle?
Many wounded round thee moan;
Lavish on their wounds thy balsam,
And that balm shall heal thine own.
Is the heart a well left empty?
None but God its void can fill;
Nothing but a ceaseless fountain,
Can its ceaseless longings still.
Is the heart a living power
Self-entwined its strength sinks low;
It can only live in loving,
And by serving love will grow.
SISTER TOURTELLOTE.

A N a t i v e Convert's Letter.
Matoppo Mission, Nov. 3, 1903.
Friend of Mine:,
I write to thee. Are you well? I am
well. I like to write to you, because you
father in God. L trust this, Jesus he will
reward you and your house, and all who
believe. H e will us reward. W e thank
him, he will bless all people who they him
love. I rejoice because Jesus me helped
to see burden of mine, it my sins. I took
it to Jesus and he took it away. Now he
ditd for us all, to take away our burdens
which they heavy. The heaven is sending
rain now. They are coming up, Amabele.
I know daughter of yours and her husbr.nd, and child of theirs. I know them.
H e child who him pretty very. Jesus, he
him (Oliver) blesses greatly. W e who
learn at school we only few. W e who stay
at mission, we eleven. We all we learn
well. Many peopte of us, but not they
learn all, but on Sunday they arrive here,
they many. It is all right because all who
they know this matter they tell all people,
because very soon Jesus he will return to
collect those of his. All who they not him
worship shall be cast away.
I, will entreat you, let you this
write to me.
I am Friend of yours,
MATSHUBA

First. This Book contains the mind of
God, the state of man, the way of salvation
and the doom of sinners.
Second. Its doctrines are holy, its histories are true, its precepts are binding and
its decisions are immutable.
Third. Read it to be wise, believe it to
be safe, practice it to be holy.
Fourth. Christ is its grand object, our
good its design, and the glory of God its
end.
Fifth. It contains light to direct you,
good to support you and comfort to cheer
you.
Sixth. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword and the Christian's chart.
Seventh. It should fill the memory, rule
the heart and guide the feet.
Eighth. Read it slowly, frequently and
prayerfully.
Ninth. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of delight.
Tenth. It involves the highest responsibilities, will reward the greatest labor and
will condemn all- who will trifle with its
sacred contents.
Eleventh. It is given to us in life, will
be opened in the judgment and will be remembered forever.
Twelfth. "And the very God of peace
sanctify you wholly." (I. Thess. v. 28.)
SELECTED BY A BROTHER.

Numb and weary on the mountain,
Would'st thou sleep amidst the snow?
Chafe that frozen form beside thee,
And together both shall glow.

Selected by
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( T h e above letter was written by Matshuba to Bro. T. A. Long and translated
by Sister Doner.)

Mechanicsburg,

Pa.

A W h i t e - H a i r e d F a i r y — A True Story-

It was very cold in the tiny Moser
cottage. There was only a bit of fire
in the little kitchen stove, and the wild
wind swept around the house, whirling
in at every chink.
"It is a long, cold walk for you
dear," said Mrs. Moser, as she placed
a basket of newly ironed clothes upon
Arthur's cart, and kissed him goodbye ; "but Mrs. Lane will give you the
money for the washing, and then you
can have a good dinner—think of that,
and it will make the way seem
shorter."
"Oh, I shall not mind it, mother,"
answered the little boy, and he started
off on a run.
Arthur did not run very far; the
snow was too deep for the wagon to
go along easily;. but for a while he
trudged on cheerily. Then it seemed
to grow colder and colder. His hands
took turns in pulling the cart, for Tie
had no mittens, and the icy air made
them ache. At last Arthur could bear
the pain no longer, and he began to
cry,-—Mrs. Lane's house was still
such a long, long way off!
"Oh, dear," thought the little boy,
"I wish something nice would happen, same as it always does in stories.
If I was in a story, a beautiful fairy
would come right along, and carry
my basket for me, and give me some
cakes, and make me just as warm!"
Arthur was so interested in this
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make-believe story, that he almost forgot his aching fingers, and before he
knew it a wagon had come up behind,
and was quite near. He pulled his
cart out of the way, and looked up to
meet the eyes of a big, white-haired
man. The tears were still wet on his
cheeks, and the man asked kindly:
"What's the matter?"
Arthur told him.
"Well, we'll fix all that," was the
reply. "I'll put your basket in the
back of my wagon, and you can leave
your cart behind the fence over there
—it will be safe and I'll take you down
to Mrs. Lane's in no time."
It was not many minutes before
Arthur, wrapped in a big, furry robe,
was cuddled down close to the
stranger, and beginning to feel really
warm. How quick they reached Mrs.
Lane's! But, alas, when Arthur came
out of the house his blue eyes were
swimming with tears, and he broke
into a sob when the man helped him
into the wagon.
"She wouldn't—pay—me!" he said,
in answer to a question. "It—was—
forty-five cents. She can't pay till—
next week."
"And your mother expected it ?"
"Yes, sir. She was—going—to—
buy—some dinner with it!" he wailed.
Poor little fellow, he was very hungry!
The kind gentleman understood,
and he put in Arthur's hand a silver
quarter—all the change he had in his
pocket.
They had taken in the little cart r
and had nearly reached the cross-road
that led to Arthur's home, when the
horse shied at something in the way.
The man drove back, jumped out, and
led the horse up to the offending object.
"A bag of flour!" he exclaimed.
"Some teamster has dropped it from
his load. I'll inquire about it, and
make the loss good if I find the owner.
Meantime, I'll carry the flour to your
mother," turning to Arthur.
That was just what he did do, and,
oh, how many good things the flour
made! Arthur was not hungry any
more.
..
.-•• .•• yy.c\"Mother,' he said, telling it all over
for the twentieth time, "it did happen
just like a fairy story; didn't it? That
old gentleman is such a nice fairy,
too!"—Emma C. Dowd in Our
Lambs.
We are not ashamed to go to others
for bodily healings; why this reluctance or hesitation to go out of ourselves and beyond ourselves for
spiritual healings? No sick man
apologizes for going to the physician.
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A V i s i t to P e n n s y l v a n i a .
T o the readers of the VISITOR : W e come
in Jesus' N a m e ; and for the benefit of
those with whom I met while laboring for
the Master in Lancaster county, Pa., I
will say, I left my home on October 28,
1903, to labor with the brethren in the
Manor district, but on account of a sister
in the flesh being very low, in Juniata
county, with the dreaded disease, cancer, I
staid to see her, and while there the pale
messenger came to her relief and on the
2nd of November she was laid away to her
last resting place. On the 3rd I came to
the Manor M. H., in Lancaster county,
where I labored with the dear people of
God for two weeks. The attendance and
order were good. The immediate result
was, three made a start and many others
made vows to live closer to the Lord.
From there I went to Boiling Springs,
Cumberland county, where we tried to
hold forth the word of life for one week.
While we could see no immediate results,
we trust the seed sown may be as bread
cast upon the waters. I then bade farewell to the dear children of God at Boiling Springs, and again returned to Lancaster county and took up the work at the
Pequa church, where we tried to hold forth
the word of life as the Lord gave utterance. While the house was not filled with
people, as we sometimes would like to see
it, yet we believe it was filled with the Holy
Ghost, at least at times, and as a result two
made a start and many vows were made
for the better. From there I went to
Strasburg, where we tried to hold forth the
word of life to a well-filled house, with
the exception of one evening, for ten
nights. Then I closed my labors in Lancaster county and went to visit ,the Philadelphia Mission. From there I returned to
Lancaster city where I made a few visits
with the dear children of God, and in the
evening I came to Harrisburg, where I
had expected to have a meeting in the
evening, but on account of the sickness of
an old Sister Landis they thought best not
to have meeting on that evening, so at ten
minutes after eleven o'clock I left Harris
burg by train for my home in Ohio, where
I landed on the 19th of December at noon
and found all well and glad to see me. W e
give God the praise for his goodness to us
all while absent one from
another;
and now as I look back over a little over
seven weeks of labor in the Lord's work
in the different places where I labored I
can truly say with the queen, "the half has
not been told," and my desire is to continue
faithful until the Lord will say "well done."
With thanks to the dear ones for their
kindness shown, and praising God for his
unspeakable gift, I close, hoping to meet
again where no farewell tears are shed, and
so shall we ever be with the Lord.
J O H N H.

Wilersville,

SMITH.

Ohio.

The Bible emphasizes the humanity of
Christ's childhood; legend, its dignity.
The Nazareth boy makes plain the way
to God for youthful feet.

MARRIAGES.
McCORMICK-pWENGER.—On
Nov.
24, 1903. Bro. Addison M. McCormick and
Sister Fannie E. Wenger, both of Franklin
county, Pa., were united in marriage by
Elder M. H . Oberholser at his home.

VISITOR

B E N E D I C K — W I N G E R T . — Ezra G.
Benedick and Miss Lizzie N. Wingert, both
of Franklin county, Pa., were united in
marriage on Dec. 10, 1903, at the bride's
home by Elder M. H. Oberholser.
/"WHISLER—HURST.—On
Dec.
25,
/ 1903, at the home of the bride's mother,
I near Smithville, Ohio, Elder John
H.
i Smith officiating, Bro. Geo. Whisler, of
1 Ashland county, Ohio, and Sister
Effie
\ Hurst, of Wayne county, Ohio, were
^ u n i t e d in holy wedlock.
" M I L L E R — K A N O D E . — O n December 3,
1903, Bro. Herman G. Miller, of Spring
Hope, Pa., and Sister Laura P. Kanode, of
New Enterprise, Pa., were married by Elder
Isaac Stern at his residence, near Ore Hill,

Pa.

%

C O B E R — W A R N E R . — O n December 15,
1903, at the residence of the officiating minister, Elder John Wildfong, near Hespeler,
O n t , Bro. Simon Cober, of New Dundee,
Waterloo county, Ont., and Sister Mary
Wanner, of Zora township, Oxford county,
Ont., were united in holy wedlock.

OBITUARIES.
SIDER.—Myra Myrtle, second daughter
of Christian and Anna Sider, of Perry
Station, Ont., died Oct. 28, 1903, of diphtheria, aged 9 years. 2 months and 16 days.
Memorial services were held in the Brethrens' M. H.. Dec. 20, 1903, conducted by
Evangelist Noah Zook. Text, IT, Sam.
xii. 16-23.
GALUSHE.—Sister Ella A.
Galushe
was born at Bath, Steuben county, New
York, May 13, 1837,,died in Sumner county,
Kans., October 28, 1903, aged 66 years, 5
months and 15 days. Services were conducted at the Rosebank church, Dickinson
county, Kans.. where the remains were
brought for burial, by the side of her husband, who preceded her some • years ago.
Services were conducted by Bro. Samuel
Wingerd.
B E N NER.—Died, on the 25th of November, 1903, at Sherkston, Ont.. of
spine disease, Malissa Benner, daughter of
Albert and .Myrinda Benner, aged 11 years
and 13 days. Funeral service, conducted by
A. Bearss. was held at the U. B. chapel,
Sherkston, on Friday morning, 27th. Text,
John xiv. 18, "I will not leave you comfortless. I will come unto you." Interment in Lake View cemetery.
LAUGHLIN.—Died, after an illness of
about seven weeks, at Newburg, Pa., November 24. 1903, Sister Betsey Laughlin,
aged 82 years, 11 months and 14 days.
Her husband preceded .her to the spirit
world about six years. She was a member
of the Brethren in Christ church for a
number of years. Funeral services were
conducted by Elder M. H. Oberholzer and
S. Z. Bert. Text, Philip, i. 21. Interment
in the M. E. cemetery at Roxbury, Pa.
WRIGHT.—Died, on November 25, 1903,
at Stevensville, Ont., of heart failure, Bro.
Richard Wright, aged 65 years. Bro. W.
came from England when quite young and
united with the Brethren in early life and
lived a consistent member until death.
Funeral service was held on Friday afternoon, the 27th, conducted by A. Bearss and
J. Winger, in the Brethrens' M. H. Text,
Numbers xxiv. 10, "Let me die the death
of the righteous, etc." H e leaves two sons
and two daughters to mourn their loss of a
kind father. His side companion preceded
him seven years. Interment in cemetery
near by.
H E R S H E Y . — D i e d in Dickinson countv,
Kans., on Dec. 17, 1903, Bro. Henry C.
Hershey, aged. 72 years, II months and 8
days. Brother Hershey was born in
Adams county, Pa., and emigrated to Kansas many years ago. His wife and one
grandson survive him. His son preceded
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him, the only son they had, about ten
years ago. Bro. Hershey was received into the church while yet living in Pennsylvania and in his death left evidence of
being ready to depart. Funeral services on
the 20th, were held in Zion church, conducted by Elder Samuel Zook, others assisting. Interment in Zion cemetery.
WINGERD.—Died, near Hope, Kans.,
Bro. Jacob Wingerd, at the home of his
son-in-law, Bro. Herman Bohen, December
13. 19°3, after an illness of some weeks,
though not suffering much pain. H e was
born in Franklin county, Pa., March 1,
1825, and was aged JJ years, 9 months and
12 days. H e was twice married. His second wife died last May. H e is survived by
four sisters living in Pennsylvania, one
brother in Kansas, one daughter in Iowa,
one son and a daughter in Kansas, nineteen
grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. Services held at the Rosebank
church, and conducted by Elder Jacob N.
Engle, Peter Fike and Jacob Book. Text,
Rev. xiv. 13.
HE1SEY.—Lydia Heisey, nee Tyson,
was born in Montgomery county, Pa., August 11, 1836, died December 11, 1903, at
their home in Cumberland county, Pa.,
suddenly, of heart failure, aged 67 years
and 4 months. Sister "Heisey was the
daughter of the late Isaac B. Tyson,, of
Montgomery county, Pa.,, and was married
to Bro. Henry S. Heisey, of Lancaster
county, September 15, I8'5I, who, with five
sons and two daughters, one stepson and
one step-daughter, together with
fifteen
grandchildren, survives to mourn the loss
of a faithful and loving wife and mother.
Deceased was a faithful, consistent, earnest
Christian from her youth and a member
of the Brethren in Christ church for many
years. Funeral services, conducted byElder Jonathan Wert, were held at her late
home. Interment at Chestnut Hill cemetery. Text, Rev. ii. .10, last clause.
S O L L E N B E R G E R . — M i s s Amanda Sollenberger who lived nearly all her lifetime
with Bro. J. C. Rotz, of Salem Church,
Franklin county, Pa., died Dec. 18, 1903, at
the home of her sister. Maria Engle, in
Shippensburg, Pa., after an illness of only
a few weeks, of diabetes, followed by a
hemorrhage. At the age of three years
Miss Sollenberger became subject
to
spasms and has ever since only had her
child mind, but with all this she was one
of those quiet, peaceable, good-natured
souls, and bore her lot with great patience. As the end drew near she seemed to realize that she would soon receive
her rfght mind and know those who have
gone on before. H e r funeral took place
Dec. 21st, and was conducted by Bro. M. H .
Oberholser, assisted by Rev. C. B. Wingard.
Interment at Salem Church.
She
was 50 years, 4 months and 3 days old.
She is survived by two sisters, Maria
Engle, of Shippensburg, and Mrs. Alph
Smith, near the same place.
LANDIS.—Rebecca Landis, nee Stauffer, was born in Lancaster county, Pa.,
Dec. 18, 1809, and died at the Messiah
Home, Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 23, 1903,
aged 94 years and 5 days. She was a
widow for many years, was the mother of
11 children of whom one son and five
daughters survive. There are also 32
grandchildren and 43 great-grandchildren.
She was a devoted Christian and faithful
member of the Brethren in Christ church
for many years. She was an inmate of the
Messiah Home for ab&ut six years, which
Home she greatly appreciated. Her influence at the Home was for. the good and
her testimony to the saving power of Jesus
was clear. She will be missed by the
family. We believe our loss is her gain.
Funeral services were held at the Home on
Dec. 2\ 1903, and burial in Paxtang cemetery, East Harrisburg. Four daughters
were present at the funeral, but Sister
Seitz, the oldest daughter, who had been
the mother's most constant companion for
years, was not able to be present, being
afflicted seriously herself.

